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INTRO:
Last year we looked at the difference between men and women:  




Men -- their God given gift is "authority"




Women -- their God given gift is "influence"

Both these types of "POWER" are required for a culture to survive, and for children to develop and grow healthy lives, and for the Church to give a proper witness of Christ.

This year I want to bring it home ... how authority works from day to day in our lives as men.  The first thing we need to know about "authority" is that it works best when it is exercised FIRST in our own lives!  We cannot express authority or exercise it over others unless we have learned to exercise it over ourselves first!

It is not an accident that one of the aspects of the Fruit of the Holy Spirit is "SELF-CONTROL."  The more one has his own life under the "authority" of God, the more authority he has in the lives of others.  We call this "integrity."  

Integrity is simply "truth in action" ... and this makes a man a man of authority ... not the titles that the business world gives us.  

PROP. SENT:
  The Bible teaches us that living a life of godly authority will be full of both challenges and triumphs ... but through it all God will build a man of God out of us men IF we remain faithful to our families and to our Lord!

I.
RESPONSIBILITIES      Gen. 26:25   &   Eph. 5:21-6:9 

A.
Personal:     Gen. 26:25 

1.
"Isaac built an altar there and called on the name of the Lord. " -- first priority is a man's own relationship with God.


a.
This verse clearly shows the 3 great priorities of a man's life.


b.
And our first priority is our OWN relationship with God.


c.
Isaac built an altar before erecting his tent.

d.
Do your children see your relationship with God as your first great priority?

ILLUS:

A child is not likely to find a father in God unless he finds something of God in his father. -- Austin L. Sorensen in These Times (June 1979). Christianity Today, Vol. 32, no. 13.
2.
"There he pitched his tent, ..."  -- second priority is the home or family.

a.
Isaac's second great priority was his home ... hence after his altar building he built his home.


b.
This is a good model men ... build your altar first, and your home next.


c.
No home will suffer where the father has first built an altar to God.

d.
Too many men today think they can't devote time to both, you can't afford to avoid either one!

e.
You can have an altar AND a home.

3.
"... and there his servants dug a well."   -- third priority is work, well digging was Isaac's work.


a.
This represented Isaac's work ... it was what he did as he traveled.

b.
It represented his faith in the land belonging to his descendants as God promised, it was an investment in the future as well as the present.  

c.
He not only provided for his own needs at the moment, but these wells assured his descendants an ample supply tomorrow.

B.
Paradigms:     Eph. 5:21-6:9 

1.
"husband"   Eph. 5:25-33  Paul writes about being a husband ...
a.
Note that the issue of submission does NOT begin with "wives submit yourselves to your husband..." but "Submit yourselves to ONE ANOTHER."  5:21

b.
There are 3 verses written to the wives, 9 verses to the husband!!!

c.
Paul's teaching about a husband's use of authority is for the husband to "love your wife as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up for her."
d.
Any man that loves a woman this way won't have problems with the exercise of authority!

e.
Even the statement by Paul for the husband "to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word" indicates the importance of what we say and how we speak to our wives.

f.
Note that being a husband is addressed before being a father ... how often this gets reversed in our culture today!

g.
A man that models his role of husband after the way Christ loved the Church will have few problems with authority.

2.
"father"    Eph. 6:1-4   Paul addresses the role of fatherhood with husbands.

a.
 Note that Paul simple states that children are to obey their parents in the Lord ... "FOR THIS IS RIGHT."
b.
It is proper for a man to exercise authority as a father ... children need to learn submission to healthy authority, and their father is one of the first sources of authority.

c.
It can literally shape the way children learn to submit to God's authority later in their lives, they quickly correlate a heavenly father image from their earthly father's example.  (this can be good and/or bad!)

d.
Paul now states for children to "honor" their father and mother, which should imply the parents being "honorable."

e.
The verse that says, "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth" is not written about personal long life spans in particular, but that the nation of Israel may live long on the earth ... the culture flourishes when healthy parenting and children relationships exist.

f.
Paul tells fathers, "do not exasperate your children..." meaning to NOT abuse authority, or to be unreasonable toward their children.  Such abuse not only hurts the father, it hurts the children and eventually it shows in society in a myriad of ways.

g.
Paul's final note to dads, "bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord."  -- and this brings us full circle back to a father's relationship with God as the starting point.

3.
"man"   Eph. 6:5-9   Paul addresses the job relationships here ...  spoken of as "master" and "servant."  This was the current cultural setting, but the principles apply to all work related relationships.

a.
Fairness is the issue here, "slaves" or employees are to give honest hard work not just when the "master" or "boss" is looking, but at all times, in recognition of God's call on our lives for integrity.

b.
To the "masters" or "bosses" Paul admonishes fair and good treatment of those who worked for them, remembering that God is the ultimate "master" of all of them.

c.
No where does Paul condone either side using the other for their own means ... the idea was to treat one another well.  The backdrop to this was theological ... they were all "brothers" in Christ, "there is no favoritism with Him."  6:9b
II.
RELATIONSHIPS     Luke 15:11-32 (Prodigal son story)
A.
Parental 

1.
Handling storms - the painful events of parenting
a.
First thing in this story that needs attention is the father ... he is often overlooked in the story except in general.

b.
He was a wonderful father ... keep this in mind!


(1.
He had set a good example


(2.
Undoubtedly he had taught his sons spiritual principles.


(3.
He had worked hard and well ... he was prosperous.


(4.
He was thoughtful about his family's needs.

c.
The father finds himself in a crisis with his youngest son!

(1.
The oldest by rights got 2/3 of the estate ... this was done so that the oldest could take care of the family and parents if needed as the first born.  While he may have received double, his responsibilities were much greater also.

(2.
While a father may grant the inheritance early like this, he had the right to still receive income from the inheritance until death.  It is clear here however that the youngest son was NEVER planning on coming back ... he "got together all that he had, set off for a distant country..."  It is clear he never intended to come back or share with his father any income from his portion.

(3.
What was the problem here?  Not a bad father, the youngest hadn't been ignored, he knew what was right ... the problem was SIN!

(a.
The son wanted to throw off restraints ... indicated by the statement here:  "and there squandered his wealth in wild living."
(b.
Many a parent has been here before with a child!

(c.
No doubt this father felt pain, rejection, and the gripping sense of what went wrong!




d.
How do you respond to such a situation as this?

(1.
He allows the foolish choice ... to do otherwise would have alienated the son.

(2.
This was not the same as APPROVING the plan however.

(3.
No doubt this father could see what was coming, perhaps he had even said something to this son.

(4.
He lets the boy go ... this is a tough step for a parent that knows a child has made a poor choice but can't do much to change it.

(5.
While not so stated, the dad certainly prayed for this boy faithfully.

(a.
Recall Job's prayers for his children in Job. 1:4-5 ... he realized that they had opportunities for sin ... and just in case, he prayed for them daily.

(b.
While Job could not control their lives now that they were young adults he could bathe them in prayer daily.

(c.
Sometimes as a father this is all you can do, but it is a BIG all!

(d.
Never underestimate your heavenly Father's powers beyond yours.

2.
Handling self - the need to respond properly 


a.
Actually, this will be one of the biggest challenges!

b.
The prodigal son's father recognized that his ability to change his son's behavior was limited, but the way he responded was totally under his control.

c.
Control what you can, trust God for what you can't control.

d.
Like Job, as a father he remained in the place of the priest of his home, but knew that he would have to allow for freedom of choice by his children.

e.
Self-control is part of the fruit of the Holy Spirit ... the spirit led man is under control ... actually the idea in Gal. 5 of "self-control" would be more accurately "God-controlled."
f.
So often as men we feel we MUST be in control of everything around us, but there are many situations, including those with our children as they grow older that we may not be able to control, but we can continue to control ourselves.

g.
The father did not quit work when his son did what he did, his life did not stop, he continued to run the business and kept providing for his family.

(1.
He was not a crisis Christian ... only did the right things when he needed God, he was consistent in his walk with God at all times.

(2.
Thus, he didn't fall apart ... though surely he was grieved at his son's choice to take his inheritance early and leave.

h.
Note too that the father did not go to rescue his son, he waited for the son to return, wiser and more teachable than when he left.

(1.
No doubt this was a difficult thing to do, especially convincing his wife, the boy's mother, that this was the right approach.

(2.
It was important to let the boy experience not only freedom, but losses, it would be the key to a restored young man later.

(3.
Note that while the father did not go after the wayward son, he was looking for him everyday ... for when the son returned it was the father who saw him from a distance and came running to his boy, note this verse:  "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him."
(4.
Notice that the dad did not begin with lectures, but with celebration ... the father kept the focus on the important thing, restoration.

(5.
All this required great self control on the father's part.

3.
Handling success - the joy in the fruit .. when it comes!

a.
The father does not use the moment of success to remind his son of all his mistakes ... the moment is used to focus on the healing process.

b.
The boy's return already demonstrated his brokenness, to rehearse it all now would have been damaging, not instructive.

c.
It is important to recognize that the boy was TRULY repentant when he returned, so reminding him of his sins would have been a bad tactic at this point.

d.
Success however brought on a weird dynamic with the other brother, the oldest who was still at home ...



(1.
The oldest was mad and jealous.

(2.
He challenges his dad's celebration of the wicked son's return ... after all, didn't he squander all the inheritance, how could the father now celebrate this son's return?

(3.
The father reminds the oldest that he still has everything he had before, why should he resent this time of celebration ... after all, his brother is alive ... the oldest still had everything, his brother no longer has an inheritance although he might now have his basic needs met again.

(4.
The father assures the oldest of his place and the joy the father has over him too.

e.
The oldest son has sin issues too, they were related however to success which bred pride and arrogance ... so the dad has to deal with success too.

f.
As a father we will have to deal with both success and failure in our family ... and in our own lives as well.


(1.
Failures can keep us focused on God.

(2.
Success can keep us focused on self ... we need to guard our hearts in success.

(3.
Many a father has been smug about how well his family is when other men's families are struggling ... only to discover later that they too have difficulties ... we need to encourage one another.
B.
Perspective 
1.
Long haul view
a.
Men ... keep a long view perspective on life ... it will help keep you steady during storms.

b.
Everyone knows that storms do NOT last forever ... they are periodic, the come, they go.

c.
You will be healthier in every way if you don't panic in storms, nor become complacent in good times ... keep a steady beat to your life.

d.
There may well be things that don't mature or come to completion except in the long haul of life.

e.
Jesus certainly encouraged this, He told the disciples many times, "Let not your hearts be troubled, you believe in God, believe also in me."
f.
God is always in control ... even when things don't appear this way, He truly does hear the prayers of a righteous man ... and in fact God orders his steps.

g.
I have known wayward children who came to the Lord after many years ... even as late as in their 60's!

h.
Never lose hope ... or heart!

2.
Trust in God 


a.
Ultimately we are not in control, but God always is!

b.
Trust means faith ... and "faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."  Heb. 11:1

c.
God is your greatest supporter and help.

3.
Allowing God room to move.


a.
God does not always work in our timetable ... but He does work!

b.
We can panic and mess up the process God has in mind ... seek Him for guidance in what to do when you are uncertain ... pray before you act!

c.
There may be many things He can do better than you might do, let Him!

d.
See encouragement and support from other men of faith ... especially those who have been there before ... we need each other men!

e.
Remember, many times it is not answers we need, just encouragement and support from one another.

4.
Being a man of authority doesn't primarily mean controlling others, it means exercising authority to control ourselves first.
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