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“THE SPIRIT FILLED MAN”
TEXT:

Gal. 5:16-26

INTRO:
When we think of the term "Pentecostal" we usually think of speaking in 
tongues or emotional worship services with the gifts of the Spirit operating.  

While this may be a part of Pentecostal worship, it is not what defines a 

Pentecostal biblically!

Pentecost has more to do with CHARACTER than it does with CHARISMATA!  The most profound thing about Pentecost isn't speaking in tongues ...  it was the profound change in the disciples!

The power of Pentecost is the "POWER TO BE" (see Acts 1:8) ... “To be or not to be,” that really is the question!  "WILL BE" suggests a transformation, and this is where the Baptism of the Holy Spirit finds its direction, Jesus promised them power after the Holy Ghost came upon them, power TO BE witnesses.  True Pentecostals are transformed men with a transformed life and message!

PROP. SENT:
 The Bible teaches that a Spirit filled man has a powerful practical side to him; he is about being a different kind of man!

I.
PURPOSEFUL    5:16-23


A.
Character   5:16

1.
The Spirit filled life is not just to thrill you; it is to transform you!
a.
The purpose of the Spirit is godly living, holy living!
b.
This is not a popular theme today!

2.
Paul’s point here is simple, when you are full of the Spirit it is hard to be full of the world!

a.
Paul’s point is that being full of the Spirit means NOT being full of the flesh.
b.
Paul’s use of “flesh” is meant to be the “sinful nature.”

ILLUS:

A man who drank heavily was converted to Christ and lived victoriously for several 

weeks.  One day as he passed the open door of a tavern, the pungent odor drifting out aroused 

his old appetite for liquor.  Just then he saw this sign in the window of a nearby cafe: "All the 

buttermilk you can drink -- 25 cents!"  Dashing inside, he ordered one glass, then another, and 

still another.  After finishing the third he walked past the saloon and was no longer tempted.  

He was so full of buttermilk that he had no room for that which would be injurious to him.  

The lesson is clear:  to be victorious over our evil desires, we must leave no opportunity for 

them to repossess us.  – Source Unknown
3.
While historically there have been debates over the initial physical evidence of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit there has never been a debate over what change should be evident in the life of one baptized in the Holy Spirit … a major shift of character!

a.
The spirit of this world is contrary to the Holy Spirit … to be Spirit filled means to be submitted to the ways of the Spirit of God and not the world.

b.
Being Spirit filled means being Spirit controlled!

B.
Challenge   5:19-23

1.
The power of sin is real!

a.
Paul gives a long list here of the reality of the flesh or sinful nature:
b.
Gal 5:19b-21a “… sexual immorality, impurity (“porneia” – “pornography”) and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft (“pharmakeia” – “pharmacy”); hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.”
2.
The power of the Spirit is powerful and real too!

a.
Paul gives a long list here of the reality of the Spirit:
b.
Gal 5:22-23a “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”
3.
The challenge is to be a man “FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT” instead of struggling with the sinful nature.

a.
It is possible to be an over comer!
b.
It is a must for the world to see a difference.

c.
Love IS the fruit of the Holy Spirit, and it manifests itself in 8 characteristics:

(1.
Joy Is Love's Strength! 
(2.

Peace is Love's Security!
(3.

Patience is Love's Stability!
(4.

Kindness is Love's Conduct!
(5.

Goodness is Love's Character!
(6.

Faithfulness is Love's Commitment!
(7.

Gentleness is Love's Humility!
(8.

Self-Control Is Love's Victory!
4.
Paul’s point is quite simple here, the Spirit filled man demonstrates these qualities in developing form, greater and greater form.
5.
The sinful nature does quite the opposite.

6.
So how do we judge a truly “spiritual man?”  Not by how much they prophesy, or how much they minister in the gifts, or how much they appear or sound spiritual, BUT on how transformed their CHARACTER has been to a truly spiritual man by these 8 characteristics.

I.
POWERFUL    5:24-26

A.
Control   5:24

1.
God doesn’t give power without it having practical use.

a.
Even we do this, we don’t produce power just to have power, and we produce power in order to drive machines to make our lives better.

b.
The power of the Spirit is given for us to BE WITNESSES.  (Acts 1:8)

c.
Witnessing is done in two ways:


(1.
Word


(2.
Example

d.
No wonder in the list of the fruit of the Spirit we find the term “self-control” – which really means, “God controlled.”
ILLUS:

Our young daughter was learning the fruits of the Spirit, so I asked her to recite them to me. "Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and remote control," was her reply. -- Laura Smith, Elkhart, Kans. Christian Reader, "Kids of the Kingdom."


2.
The Holy Spirit enables us to be better than we can be without Him.

a.
Others should be able to see the difference, and because of our example desire to find Christ as well.

ILLUS:

From John Maxwell's book The Winning Attitude: -- Two cows were grazing in a pasture when they saw a milk truck pass. On the side of the truck were the words, "Pasteurized, homogenized, standardized, vitamin A added."

One cow sighed and said to the other, "Makes you feel sort of inadequate, doesn't it?" -- Ron Willoughby, Augusta, Georgia.  Leadership, Vol. 17, no. 3.
b.
When a sinner sees a real Spirit filled believer they should feel inadequate!

c.
This is real power TO BE something better or it is not!

3.
Paul describes those who live by the Spirit as having crucified the sinful nature.


a.
Indeed this is a process, but should be a real process.



b.
To be “full” of the Spirit leaves little room for the world!


B.
Consistency    5:25-26

1.
Paul ends his discussion on being full of the Spirit with a call to “stay in step with the Spirit.”



a.
Means to continuously walk in Christ’s ways, not just on Sundays.




b.
This is to be true with ALL Spirit filled believers.

2.
The world judges spirituality more on the consistency of our lives than the consistency of our preaching!

a.
The consistent Spirit filled life is hard to refute!


b.
The battle for souls if often won or lost in this area.

c.
Our children often determine the authenticity of our faith based on the consistency of our walk.

3.
The Spirit filled life is offered to all so that all can reflect the same fragrance of God’s power in our example.

ILLUS:

Frequently at the great Roman games the emperors, in order to gratify the citizens of Rome, would cause sweet perfumes to be rained down upon them through the awning which covered the amphitheater.  Behold the vases, the huge vessels of perfume!  There is nothing here to delight you so long as the jars are sealed, but let the vases be poured and let the drops of perfumed rain begin to descend, and everyone is refreshed and gratified thereby.  Such is the love of God.  There is a richness and a fullness in it, but it is not perceived till the Spirit of God pours it out like the rain of fragrance over the heads and hearts of all the living children of God.  See, then, the need of having the love of God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost! -- Charles Haddon Spurgeon, The Quotable Spurgeon, (Wheaton: Harold Shaw Publishers, Inc, 1990)
a.
Like Rome, the fragrance fell on all, rich or poor, weak or strong, bondservant or free … they all shared the same fragrance from the Emperor.

b.
The Spirit gives us all the same power, the same fragrance of spirituality, the genuine power of God to enable us to witness.

4.
Paul’s final warning is an interesting one, he tells the spirit filled believers the following:  Gal 5:26 “Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.”
a.
Spirit filled believers must avoid being cocky about their own spirituality … so often in the past we have alienated other believers by presuming we are superior to them.

b.
The baptism of the Spirit makes us better than ourselves, not necessarily better than others … so it is still critically important, but not for comparison purposes with others.

5.
Our lives as Spirit filled men should reflect the greatest ambitions of mankind, really of God!

a.
Gal 5:22b-23a “… love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”
b.
We should be husbands that love our wives like Christ loves the church; fathers that care for their children like our heavenly father cares for His; brothers who care for one another like they did in the book of Acts after Pentecost; neighbors like the good neighbor Jesus taught us to be like; there is a real practical side to being Spirit filled, it is not just what happens at the altar at the time of infilling!

CONCLUSION:
The Spirit filled man is more than just about praying, tongues, and the other things we think about as Pentecostals, it is the ongoing evidence that shows the world that we have been radically filled with a different spirit other than our own or the spirit of this world.  The real Spirit filled man has not only been transformed himself but is one who will transform every institution and individual around him!  His family, his church, his co-workers, his neighbors, all will see a real difference!  Let’s be those Spirit filled men!
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